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Smart Start
This grant supports YPS by "developing, 

implementing, and sharing innovative programs that 

provide professional development and support to 

increase teacher expertise in

1. computer science

2. engineering, and/or

3. educational technology among teachers in grades 

K-8.”
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YONKERS SMART START

INQUIRY BASED LEARNING 



Inquiry-Based Learning 



INTERDISCIPLINARY 
UNIT PLANS

DURING EACH YEAR OF THIS FIVE-YEAR GRANT (2021-2022 THROUGH 2025-2026), 100 YPS TEACHERS WILL 
TAKE PART IN A PROFESSIONAL LEARNING SERIES FOCUSED ON INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING (IBL). OVER 
THE FIVE YEARS OF THE GRANT, 500 YPS TEACHERS WILL RECEIVE TRAINING AND IMPLEMENT IBL IN THEIR 
CLASSROOMS. 

EACH YEAR, TWO DIFFERENT GRADE BANDS OF TEACHERS WILL RECEIVE INTENSIVE PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT WHERE THEY WILL DEVELOP INTERDISCIPLINARY UNIT PLANS. THEIR PLANS WILL 
INTEGRATE TECHNOLOGY, RESULTING IN UNITS THAT INTEGRATE NEW YORK STATE STANDARDS FOR 
COMPUTER SCIENCE AND DIGITAL LEARNING AND CONTENT-AREA STANDARDS. 

DURING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNIT, DURING LESSONS, TEACHERS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
BRING THEIR STUDENTS TO THE NEW STEM INNOVATION CENTER AT GORTON HIGH SCHOOL. THIS 
INNOVATION CENTER IS FUNDED THROUGH THE SMART START GRANT PROGRAM.



SMART START STUDENT IMPLEMENTATION



Smart Start Technology 
In addition to professional learning in which teachers engage in inquiry-based 

learning, teachers will have the opportunity to create projects using new 

technologies purchased through the grant. These new technologies will 

provide hands-on learning first for teachers to become expert and then to be 

used by their students in learning labs. The technologies are connected to 

careers in STEM fields identified through Regional Occupational Centers.



CTSC SATURDAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 



PRESENTATIONS 



AFTER SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 



TEACHER COLLABORATION


